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Abstract 

Sri Lanka’s rich gemmological heritage has given rise to a unique and rapidly growing niche within 

its tourism sector known as gem tourism. Centered primarily in gem-rich regions like Ratnapura, 

famously called “The City of Gems,” gem tourism offers travellers immersive experiences that 

combine natural beauty, cultural history, and economic engagement. This specialized form of 

tourism attracts a diverse audience, from serious gemstone collectors and industry experts to casual 

visitors intrigued by the allure of precious stones. Gem tourism in Sri Lanka encompasses a variety 

of activities including guided tours of traditional and modern mining operations, visits to gem 

museums showcasing rare and exquisite stones, curated exhibitions, and access to certified gem 

markets. These experiences provide visitors with a comprehensive understanding of the geological 

processes that form gemstones, the centuries-old traditional mining and lapidary techniques, and 

the cultural significance of gems in Sri Lankan society. By engaging tourists in these authentic 

encounters, gem tourism fosters appreciation for the island’s natural resources while supporting 

local communities economically. The sector also plays a strategic role in nation branding and 

sustainable economic development. Sri Lanka leverages its reputation as the “Island of Gems” to 

differentiate its tourism offerings on the global stage, creating value beyond mere extraction. 

However, the growth of gem tourism must be balanced with environmental stewardship and 

ethical sourcing to address challenges such as illegal mining and ecological degradation. 

Responsible tourism practices and regulatory frameworks are essential to ensure that the gem 

industry’s benefits are sustainable and equitable. In conclusion, gem tourism represents a dynamic 

intersection of heritage conservation, economic opportunity, and cultural education. By nurturing 

this niche, Sri Lanka can continue to shine as a global leader in the gemstone sector while 

promoting sustainable tourism that honours its unique gemmological legacy. 
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