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ABSTRACT: Religion and its associated worship traditions are one of the creations
of human culture. Renowned anthropologist, E.B. Tylor defined religion as belief in
spiritual beings. Numerous religious traditions have been originated in different
periods of the world history and have being spread among the people. The South
Asia is an origin center of foremost religions such as Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism
and Sikhism in the world. It could be observed in the religious history of South Asia
that new religious cult are being formed through religious syncretism process during
the various historical period of the region. In this context, this present study attempts
to make a cultural inquiry on Shiradi Sai Baba cult which is popularizing worship
tradition among people of India and Sri Lanka. The worship of Shiradi Sai Baba,
which is emerging as a unique religious tradition in predominantly line with the Hindu
religious tradition in Jaffna, creates a space for getting new religious experiences
among the Hindu devotees. The objectives of this study is to analyse the unique
features of the Shiradi Sai Baba cult and its socio-cultural importance in the Jaffna
cultural domain and discuss the religious and social factors behind its dynamics. This
study is based on the ethnographic method which is principal approach in the study
of culture. The primary data for this study were collected through the fieldwork
conducted in Shiradi Sai Baba shrines in Jaffna. Sai Mandri, one of the Shiradi Sai
Baba worship center located at Navalar Road, Nallur has been selected as a sample
study center for this study. A person born in an Islamic family of Shiradi village,
Maharashtra State in India has been deified as a popular deity and worshiped in India
and Sri Lanka. The devotees can directly involve in this worship practices by various
manners, though it is associated with Hindu worship. This Shiradi Sai Baba worships
lead to leave the traditional Hindu cultural manners specially the concepts of purity
and impurity in ritual matters, and to a new state of worship patterns. Definitions
related to the sanctity of religion in the Hindu cultural tradition have been followed
very flexibly in the worship tradition of Sri Sai Baba. However, this study reveals that
the worship of Shiradi Sai Baba, which is very much in tune with the Hindu cults, is
making new changes in the religious beliefs and practices of the youth in Jaffna.

Keywords: Cult, Shirady Sai Baba, Syncretism

L. oy omlpsid

weflsy UewLTLB 2 (heurdsmseflsd @eEmBTs FOWWD DIBFTMHS PTG  LOJLSEHD
sTeuLGSamper.  Ogeremawl  ueuT GU LgmhAwd o e0&l6l  (WSHETenLOWITeT  FLoWImIG6es
Ui misefler  enwowionss TGS Bl  SbHlameoulsd SRS TLTS  SbHwTaleid
Aevmiemnasuigd Wsad WwEseMenL G  LyusdwioemL bgh eupdes  Frg  gmuiumur - eudum’
OILQSTLFUTET  LIGTUTL IQUIsd algmyenenins @6lamule) SnDESEmBE. Hewi Gplgul  Fowliil B
urgibuflwiorer  @bhasiFow  eufurt G wyyseT  sTeuhCHTEID  LebGum LSw  Fwowll  uesiuml (G
wyselel 2 (hauTssSIHBSHL PSHMFSGHLD DiGLILINL WLITS DenLobSHIeTenSH. SbHHUIL UewLm Bl
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SmTSHHH WL LewUTL Gl PThHumsEbdSGD  Gurgieurer  gow  aufurlG  (Wenpuins
nfrmogmerdemt ‘a1 BmIDd SPUIHCHT SLFFyod Bumeiml eIdJETVSSH0 FrigaTuiumum  euflur®Gd
o WFFAOUEID et weuuIBBiel &HMHBHHB Gewmias @6y Frip  FTulumur  aufuT (G LFUTEIS
SIMAISHHAH W Foweufum' G wyurs sreoiubdama (White, 1972). @piliuns &g gmufwumum
aufuTC B wyuTergk AbaiFowl aupium’ B (Wpepulear CFevaTsE HenBhd @EBTS Hlevel(HleImenLD
uevBauml SpUieyseT GeuefilLL SFHujeeneny @mig GUILLILS5dss (Mclain, 2011 & Pandya, 2014).
@haiFowl aufurl G IS PHHMFaL 6T SHaldbaHalmea Fow aPfuTl @ Jurs 61pFd GuBy
b Frg  griuTur  euflumi (G wguTendl  WwéEefler  Fwowl  eumpalwedsd L wl  Flow
Similamisellar  mLWILTSES STalLGSamE. SbBmeoulsd @eaumielsar Lysmer  Cprobsd
wmpliurentggIl uewtum (G Geuefluied &rig gmuiumur eufur’ G e SHelsaHialnTer il WkisenerT
SluBBlest LNeTL60MesT STeniSmenud LemiUTLIgulsd allgmyenenisd o L LBSHHIUSTSLD.

2. gyie] wenpuilwied

wmpliurentggled  umybuflwiors  HeuBslul G eumSlem  BpieuaniowIlGSHSILC L IoBEid  Symow
Fow  auPUTL®  IUSEILET SDmeuhIHID SHalSSHIonsad aWFFOuBBIeumD  Frg  gmul  uTum
aufur G wrler erupFHeir  LNedIeolomes Fepd FOW  URILTLH SienFallibasnmidsmen  BeleuTuie)]
GalmWILGHBHIHSBH. Foul eumpailet DIQLILINL &6 0SS SHIEBTL UTDANUIE) (LPENBEETHL 63T
alenembsl STEILGHGTBSI. DHHeM6 euTpallulsd (enpLUBmBiLl  LewrUmLigulsd  elamyenemseried
Bereuanyaillsd SLU16  SIEMIGH(PMBHET  (LPSHETENLOWTETmIWLTGLD.  bHleneouied SeileuruieuTerdl
Bataumraiullsd Uie] SemiGpemsuiear gl ulsd  BoBGaETeTen Ll (BeTendl. SLUI6|HHTET
srayser  wmpliumenil  LgCxashdled  Semwpgleien  grg  gmuiumur  euflumligL Bisemed(hbha
Grafldslu’Lear. BTausd] aig, BHeoemfled oewwbieien  Frg  gruiumur  eufum’ G evowid
auemarHfluns Gaflaysuiwtiu’ G ok GCuBosTeTeniul’ L  QHTLFFAWTeT HenTUIE|H6T  (LP6OLD
spialBarer Lrgmer saalevsel Caaflébsiiul Lear siuialBars Qfleeaunuiu’ L &g gruiumum
aufuTl G bW HHed CoBOsTeTeniu’ L  URIGUBBID Seudtelbd, LirsTer  HoeusoreriiujL eommest
Gpysmemisd  w@pd  FHg  Frumur CaTWeEE — aumBE  HHIMB  USSHTHEHS L G
Guposmeieniul L elLw SpuleseEhd SyWieydsster Lrstear sseusd Cssfliliys smalsenT@lp.

3. (P96BEHLD SHEVHSHIENTUITL GOILD

@haI uewiuTl (G umybuflurisamerd SHealdaHaoTsd OdTem  wrpluTenill ussiuml @ Geuerfluisd
SIETENLDS HTEVTS IRFFOUBBI eumBleB &g Frulumum aufur’ G wry wdseflenLCuw GuIliurs
@enenGuinflen G @@p  Ugusdw  Fowll  UeBIUTLTS  BHlevalalhdlamg. wmbliLmersaed  Spflwl
@LUugifled FHeipLTSeTe0 o (heuTdslIuG &g sruiurur eulflurliglL miseT Lete] LodseT ©ig s
Q&Im SmBL Fow auPum (s Heomsenms LTBleumdleamsear. eeflenowmer aubuT (G (PedBS6T6e0
OarLmE Leteny ouso WIS auflabd Fowl aufurl (B (LPedBEHMmeT 6TelalSHIOTeT FIOUl FTer0HTEH
SLBUUTHSMmET  (LPUYDWTHS — SeuardhdHled  O@metentg;  eufluBld  Sngwieujseflesr  Fow
SIDILBIBHEN6T  (LPHSTHLLILBHH W  aufLm (B  (penBEHEHLeT Qenenhd euemsullsd &g gmuiumum
UPUTL B eDWLWRISET  STewlLBSmet. [BHeOTT, WTblumem  BBJD, USHMT, Guflwelemer,
UHSHHHBHImB STO6UL LY 61601 WMDLILITET GHLT BT g6 LevBGoum @ misefled &rig arulumum eudum’ G
EMLDWIMIGH6T © (heuTs WdSUTenL G LFsdwioenL haleTernen.

aieler Grprésd &M OFHfleyCFiwuiul L Heosumfled Siewwopgieien Frp  gruiumum  eublum’ G
BLub @RE SLbounid aupum G wIyseEpn OsTLjurs GCFsfldsiul L HIeaysefe eubluims
Gpra@b Gurgl umybuflwiorer  wmpliumes @baIn Uesiuml (B wiled &g gruiumur  sudum’ G
guTengl  Ualeumld gl uled SHaldbsieullds @b Fow aufuml @  wjuns e (pFFHeumml
amBemBenouienet SIplLIETLD.

3.1. gy smuiumur enfun® uBpPlw SpES DIBI(PSLD

@eroeomOwl  ehmeflwimer &yl gmuiumum (1838 - 1918) @phgHlwmaled LOSTITEOR]T  LOTHEVSHH 60  (hH
dPw  dgmowomer  Fgguled  LIppeTy  (Vicziany, 2016). Seveomdweimaad — SbSHIeUTESaID
RSHFMFCUBB  BUITS  WwdhHenTed euy opfuniuGdeampty  (Loar, 2018). SeumenLuwr  eumapld
FTVSHH60 Bauenrd FTbhas Bbsl, @erveomil BEID generl WwHHHmend GaFJbs Ffiw LSHTH6N
G STeIUl LGl SeuTseT Seuedy FBE&m wBnd Sceureflsgiiu sugTamasBe  GrraHsle].
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SLeTTe0 1972 guumbusdled @bsHuimals CuomE wBEBID GHEISHW LGHH6M60 @ SHIQLILITET FLOUI
afum B Buissons supFdwmLuwg Oam mdwg (McLain, 2011). Searemind sTHH0 Bal[HEHE
gmULL  FW S@llamseT LIBULL STeushHed Seuen] &FOW GHTAID 2 _enLWEUJTE  LDSHBHENT60
SPfwiUL S styewioruier.  Seleumawins Seufll b STeuill L SHefSHSHIAIDTE FIOU SIEDILIGIRISHEIT
UBULL &TeudHHled Qeueny @h GhHTaNTS LdHSHenTed CUIBBLILIGMSDEG alfauemd CFUISH. EeUJTed
Guposmereniul L oBUSF OCFwBUThSeT WwdHseflenLBu e OFHTLuTE  Fowld — FTJ
&HSHIHemeouiener oHseilenL B o (haursddear. SiHer euflwns BUlL STeugHdled LITUT 6TalaL,
1918 sewi(p SieuHenL W Flomg Blemevdg Uerery &g gruiumur gysabd opfwiiul Lry. Sbgwmelsd
LG  S6m  Sevmiens LBDID o 6085 BTHH6MNED eTeweNIBB  LHHET  EeU[HEMLU  FLoW
auflurligenen LeUBBID LSSTHMTS 2 sifened].  EbHWTalled LOSTITEVQIT OAHVSHSHED FTipuied
@aumenL W Fomg aufuml gL (pld genaTl @)L Fisefsd el @phHw & LIgHBMme0 LOJLImeT RHH
aUPUTLI9L MIBEHLD o (HeuTdSLILLG  OSTITevIT  iHeudHled o etenm gy gruiurur  euflum’ G
AL SFHev AL 1bOUBISSB aufur’ G wydener @dHaid pmhHw Fow eufur’ G wyLsCatm® Qenemihsh
auemaWigud eufLTGEeT @)L LbOILBISl6IB6T.

3.2. wmpliumerr Fyie FTul LMUT  LE0WILD

U16YESTE  auemsTHflwms g flejoFwwimc L &g  gruiumur  aufum GLld drydeg CFeam
euflumpsemen GoBGETeTen (WUITEH LUSSHTH6H6T GMBHMeNdH HTHGW (Ppsons 20070 Spewih 314
BTeU6LT &g, L SHSMTT WTDLILITERID 6IgDID (EHaUFUled SIGNOGSILLL &l DYTIDLSH60 @ il 196
fAvw  Osmigeded SubUsslU’B 20120 SewiG  cpeverddTen  HIIujL 6 wsT  GuTUG s
Qe G mphal grg FTul umum whHHT 61T DMPSSUIUILBH UHSOBH. eV DIBRISTEU6VT,
SHMELAUT LOBEID SLeOU! “FHITEN H(H. UT. Jrs6usT (35 auwigl) GUILIGL Curg

2007 spewih el ge (PHHHDHED 6I&IaTe0 2 (heuTdsIUl L @bd Speowid 2012 oLewi®
FABlwsenaleoner  SUIQLRIBEHL 6T GLUTLICFHD  QFwwiul’ @ ey 2017 e
WslGUFW Smeuenpuid LebGauml LIFsny QHUiamisEhL aild waTGLUTHIGFHID GF ULl L g

aaim @PULL (Beteneny BWIG GHIUUILSHSHHSH
3.3. wmpliumesr &g gmul umur geound enPUT’ G (PEHBS6IT

FpSEH g FTul whaHuled Bbhs SeuuwBEeTsd B IDOLBID aUTHEMmNL @HHalmBuied HeI(Lpd
3 Gouemenm e LD OCUpIFEBH. SuBBILET  @elGeuTh  alwmpsdipemoud G bELMID
aufurLmengl Wseb HApliurs Guplsmeieniul G aumdamal. Goed geurgswul aufun®, gTeulg
oarTaleVLD, MBI aufun®, send euflun®, (msHEH®m uPur®, Heugmul aufur®h, alpTws] e,
wpm&et auPdun®, mraFTull eudun®, mewiel@uoms e aulflur®, meugeuy audur®h, uf SLETHSH SHe0UIT6NT
FTWIBTSHT eufum® el  SHla(pd UL euenSWTT  UPLTBH6T @LD Cupeums SleugTelshs
PYESBSI.

B6l geowIHH0 L ID QUBID LLeNF (LPMBH6T Jmaill SLe0UIBIG6Ts0 L 1D QUBID & (LpenmaEeled
OmbaID FBB ASHHUTFLTOSH. GSBILUTS USHSHTH6T Daniomenal eufiuBeusnsll Bumsd gmenmsH
&16d60 BAHHEH aPUBGuSTHD, Snlevder eufumGsefled STemlLGamSL GuUTeL (PWHSHT6MN6L
Bmhal afubaiemnsl Cured, aflebaml aubLTGS6TN60 ETemlILGamS CuUTED ~emaFuie @migluied
oL mf] elpeuloTd  SLFToUTHID CUBLILIGAISZIDTET (LPEDBHEHLD ST LGS GBS

Bhal, dHflevdeu, Beveumill Uemgend HTL Seflgd BmiE alCFL euburGser @L DOLIBISEIBe.
Guoaoib eUBLIHS LCHTBFAULLD SLBHMT HIHBHUPD, MWBHOBTHPmB STl  WTHHDTSHEHLD
OnE BLDOUBISASBL G SHHHESH. DHHT SHhISEHML U S JTeT STURIGN0 BhE b
aufuT B CpIHHesLaisamen HenpGauBmIb euemsuieomer auflLMTBaseT G bELNIS 636

3.5. wmpliumewr gyl gmul umumr geound aPLGLD LSSHTEH6NT

wmpliuTest  epsSH6  SlmaiSaalswoner  SILISIHLD  EeIITeowSH6  LSSHTH6NMTE 2 6lT6Nmen).
SIFHTOUH FTHMIE0T ST HEB6T (IPH6L LIgSHsH DIF oBmIb Heflwn sienpaeflsyd o wijugsel eudliGumy
auemIWTE o eifenen]. @eueumprabel GWHeNHH6T, Een6NEhJH6i, OGILIGHIHET 61601 DENTHDHI UL
STUenpd  uTeuBlemeoulerBD  BWIG — auhH@Bery.  Speowl  euflumliged  oBmId  engseiflsd
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LB EDEG HHITEL  QUEITEEHD  SLeowSSHemer  FHHD QFUIH0, HUPOYHL, eFHGFIW
QUTBL BT QUPEIGHHED, ~FoMHHEG o FHallfisen, weasTBFa &TeumiEellsd o Ha|He0, Feumod
SMHGHFH60, HauJshd UigsHsHe0 GuTEB L QFwBUTG FHUGHEBmL ARG SaualsssSHEHl. OBEBID
usST SMRSC aillged Hwmy QWL  LFFmTsHhiseneT (2_6wla|dHemen) LOBHID  HenL SHeile0
MRS OSTam(haubld QUL senem (LHevasl, GFmLm) smuilumuelBeE umLSHSH STHISCT by 2amnf,
sumgrsemenr  GFwig  aufuGdeapeny. Goauibd eufumiger Gurgl Guflw  Gredsd  SlemesTeu(HLD
RESleMEMIHEH  LUTL6OH6T  UT(HSH60, Seumenlwl  GCoupiul' L. B0 DJFFmINHM6T o F5FH5H60,
QUTFMRIBMET  LIgHHeO 6l  LodhsHeil LURIGHMBL  aulUm (H(LpenBaEeT STl ILIBSIGIBT. LML BT
OamLiumer sl GUUTES6T Bsveond Cumgibd “Faf Geullpuj eGui SmewIlILIhEl6EI].

Gy el whisemen e Suwwrs CBTa@Gd CGurgl wWmpliuTenisgl IuTihsd @b Fouwlll Lesur’ (G
wried seldaeunrer Fow PTG LOJLSEBL6T eiIpFFwenL Wb @b aufum’ B wyursBel &g
gruiumur aufum’ (B JUTEISH 2 (hauTshsld CUBBI aI(hdamanulene SINSILILPIY S GTBSI.

4. QETSGLIem]

FLOWID 6TeTlgl LeNald oBoId Lelsileaenn uduieuBpi 61 OBTLILmLW QaBTs 6flsd BisHme
(1961) sujser GULLGSamTT. @brlameoulsd @bgH gwoul UemuT G wfied FowsSHear Lelss
SHeIemo CHTLIUTe suenFwensser &g Fruilumur eufurt G wrled Wsabd CBBIDFS HeTenLouwL 6t
USIUBBLILIL (G aubBHSTBS. SLemeld ShaiFwl aufium’ (G (wepsmer Hsa|d @sHHlamae) GUBBI
Bleoeyld eufUTL B yuTed  &STeuru@  Friggmuiumur  wmpluTenshded  BenenGuimfi$aled  Flowl
poUismas BDBID eulflur’ G (wenpseflsd LHw oTBphismen giuUBsHS  aubIapanuienea SniE
GRUIL 5553
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