
    Proceedings of the 11th International Symposium – 2023 
South Eastern University of Sri Lanka              

ISBN: 978-955-627-013-6  680  

CULT OF SHIRADI SAI BABA IN CULTURAL DOMAIN OF JAFFNA: 
CULTURAL INQUIRY ON RELIGION AND WORSHIP 

aho;g;ghzg; gz;ghl;L ntspapy; rPub rhap ghgh topghl;L kuG:  
rkak;> topghL gw;wpa gz;ghl;bay; tprhuiz 

Shanmugarajah Srikanthan1 & Thakshajini Selvakumar2 

 

1Senior Lecturer, Department of Sociology, University of Jaffna  
2Cultural Officer, Divisional Secretariat, Kayts, Jaffna 

 
srikanthan80@gmail.com 

 

ABSTRACT: Religion and its associated worship traditions are one of the creations 
of human culture. Renowned anthropologist, E.B. Tylor defined religion as belief in 
spiritual beings. Numerous religious traditions have been originated in different 
periods of the world history and have being spread among the people. The South 
Asia is an origin center of foremost religions such as Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism 
and Sikhism in the world. It could be observed in the religious history of South Asia 
that new religious cult are being formed through religious syncretism process during 
the various historical period of the region. In this context, this present study attempts 
to make a cultural inquiry on Shiradi Sai Baba cult which is popularizing worship 
tradition among people of India and Sri Lanka. The worship of Shiradi Sai Baba, 
which is emerging as a unique religious tradition in predominantly line with the Hindu 
religious tradition in Jaffna, creates a space for getting new religious experiences 
among the Hindu devotees. The objectives of this study is to analyse the unique 
features of the Shiradi Sai Baba cult and its socio-cultural importance in the Jaffna 
cultural domain and discuss the religious and social factors behind its dynamics. This 
study is based on the ethnographic method which is principal approach in the study 
of culture. The primary data for this study were collected through the fieldwork 
conducted in Shiradi Sai Baba shrines in Jaffna. Sai Mandri, one of the Shiradi Sai 
Baba worship center located at Navalar Road, Nallur has been selected as a sample 
study center for this study. A person born in an Islamic family of Shiradi village, 
Maharashtra State in India has been deified as a popular deity and worshiped in India 
and Sri Lanka. The devotees can directly involve in this worship practices by various 
manners, though it is associated with Hindu worship. This Shiradi Sai Baba worships 
lead to leave the traditional Hindu cultural manners specially the concepts of purity 
and impurity in ritual matters, and to a new state of worship patterns. Definitions 
related to the sanctity of religion in the Hindu cultural tradition have been followed 
very flexibly in the worship tradition of Sri Sai Baba. However, this study reveals that 
the worship of Shiradi Sai Baba, which is very much in tune with the Hindu cults, is 
making new changes in the religious beliefs and practices of the youth in Jaffna. 
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1. Ma;T mwpKfk; 

kdpj gz;ghl;L cUthf;fq;fspy; xd;whf rkaKk; mJrhu;e;j topghl;L kuGfSk; 
fhzg;gLfpd;wd. njd;dhrpag; gz;ghl;Lg; gpuhe;jpak; cyfpd; Kjd;ikahd rkaq;fspd; 
gpwg;gplq;fspd; ikakhff; fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. ,e;epiyapy; mz;ikfhykhf ,e;jpahtpYk; 
,yq;ifapYk; kpfTk; kf;fspilNa gpugy;akile;J tUfpd;w rPub rhapghgh topghl;L 
kuGnjhlu;ghd gz;ghl;bay; tprhuizahf ,t;tha;T mikfpd;wJ. ePz;l neba rkag;gl;L 
ghuk;gupakhd ,e;Jrka topghl;L kuGfs; fhye;NjhWk; gy;NtW Gjpa rkag; gz;ghl;L 
kuGfspd; cUthf;fj;jpw;Fk; xj;jpirTf;Fk; mbg;gilahf mike;Js;sJ. ,e;jpag; gz;ghl;Lg; 
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midj;jpe;jpag; gz;ghl;Lg; gpuhe;jpaq;fSf;Fk; nghJthd rka topghl;L Kiwahf 
=uhkpfpU];z kp\d; kw;Wk; mugpe;Njh Mr;rpukk; Nghd;W vjpu;fhyj;jpy; rPubrhapghgh topghLk; 
cOr;rpngWk; vd;w itapw;wpd; fUj;jpw; ,zq;f ,d;W rPub rhapghgh topghl;L kughdJ 

midj;jpe;jpa rkatopghl;L kughf fhzg;gLfpd;wJ (White, 1972). Fwpg;ghf rPub rhapaghgh 
topghl;L kughdJ ,e;Jrka topghl;L Kiwapd; nry;thf;F epiwe;j xd;whf epytUfpd;wik 

gy;NtW Ma;Tfs; ntspg;glj;jpAs;sik ,q;F Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ (McLain, 2011 & Pandya, 2014). 
,e;Jrka topghl;L kugpd; xj;jpirTld; jdpj;Jtkhd rka topghl;L kughf vOr;rp ngw;W 
tUfpd;w rPub rhapghgh topghl;L kughdJ kf;fspd; rka tho;tpaypy; Gjpa rka 
mDgtq;fspd; ikakhff; fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. ,e;epiyapy; ,t;tha;tpd; gpujhd Nehf;fk; 
aho;g;ghzj;Jg; gz;ghl;L ntspapy; rPub rhapghgh topghl;L kugpd; jdpj;Jtkhd tplaq;fis 
mtw;wpd; gpd;Gykhd fhuzpfisAk; gz;ghl;bay; tprhuizf;F cl;gLj;JtjhFk;.   

2. Ma;T Kiwapay; 

aho;g;ghzj;jpy; ghuk;gupakhf gpd;gw;wg;gl;L tUfpd;w epWtdkag;gLj;jg;gl;l kw;Wk; fpuhkpa 
rka topghl;L kuGfSld; ,ize;Jk; jdpj;JkhfTk; vOr;rpngw;WtUk; rPub rhap ghgh 
topghl;L kugpd; vOr;rpd; gpd;Gykhd r%f rka gz;ghl;L mirtpaf;fq;fis ,t;tha;T 
Ftpikag;gLj;Jfpd;wJ. rka tho;tpd; mbg;gilfs; kf;fspd; md;whl tho;tpay; KiwfSld; 
xd;wpize;J fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. kf;fspd; tho;tpay; Kiwgw;wpa gz;ghl;bay; tprhuizfspy; 
,dtiutpay; Ma;T mZFKiwfs; Kjd;ikahditahFk;. ,e;epiyapy; ,t;tha;thdJ 
,dtiutapy; Ma;T mZFKiwapd; mbg;gilapy; Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl;Ls;sJ. Ma;Tf;fhd 
juTfs; aho;g;ghzg; gpuNjrj;jpy; mike;Js;s rPub rhapghgh topghl;blq;fspypUe;J 
Nrfupf;fg;gl;ld. ehtyu; tPjp> ey;Y}upy; mike;Js;s rPub rhapghgh topghl;L ikak; 
tifkhjpupahf njupTnra;ag;gl;L mq;F Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl;l njhlu;r;rpahd fsha;Tfs; %yk; 
Ma;tpw;fhd gpujhd jfty;fs; Nrfupf;fg;gl;ld. Ma;tpw;fhf njupTnra;ag;gl;l rPub rhapghgh 
topghl;L ikaj;jpy; Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl;l gq;Fgw;Wk; mtjhdk;> gpujhd jftyhspAldhd 
Neu;fhzy; kw;Wk; rPub rhapghgh NfhapYf;F tUif jUfpd;w gf;ju;fSfpilNa 
Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl;l tpla Ma;TfSk; Ma;Tf;fhd gpujhd jfty; Nrfupg;Gf; fUtpfshFk;.  

3. KbTfSk; fye;JiuahlYk; 

,e;Jg; gz;ghl;L ghuk;gupaq;fisj; jdpj;Jtkhff; nfhz;l aho;g;ghzg; gz;ghl;L ntspapy; 
mz;ikf; fhykhf vOr;rpngw;W tUfpd;w rPub rhapghgh topghl;L kuG kf;fspilNa Fwpg;ghf 
,isNahupilNa xU gpugy;a rkag; gz;ghlhf epytptUfpd;wJ. aho;g;ghzj;jpy; rpwpa 
,lg;gug;gpy; jdpegu;fshy; cUthf;fg;gLk; rPub rhapghgh topghl;blq;fs; gpd;du; kf;fs; mjpfk; 
xd;W $Lk; rka topghl;Lj; jyq;fshf khwptUfpd;wd. vspikahd topghl;L Kiwfspy; 
njhlq;fp gpd;du; Mfk kugpd; topte;j rka topghl;L Kiwfis vt;tpjkhd rka rh];jpuf; 

fl;Lg;ghLfis KOikahff; ftdj;jpy; nfhs;shJ; topgLk; mbatu;fspd; rka 
mDgtq;fis Kjd;ikg;gLj;jpa topghl;L KiwfSld; ,ize;j tifapy; rPub rhapghgh 
topghl;L ikaq;fs; fhzg;gLfpd;wd. ey;Y}u;> aho;g;ghz efuk;> Gj;J}u;> ngupatpshd;> 
gUj;jpj;Jiw funtl;b vd aho;g;ghz Flh ehl;bd; gy;NtW ,lq;fspy; rPub rhapghgh topghl;L 
ikaq;fs; cUthfp kf;fapilNa gpuy;akile;Js;sd.   

Ma;tpd; Nehf;fk; fUjp njupTnra;ag;gl;l ey;Y}upy; mike;Js;s rPub rhapghgh topghl;L 
,lKk; ,q;F ,lk;ngWk; topghl;L kuGfSk; njhlu;ghf Nrfupf;fg;gl;l juTfspd; topahf 
Nehf;Fk; NghJ ghuk;gupakhd aho;g;ghz ,e;Jg; gz;ghl;L kugpy; rPub rhapghgh topghl;L 
kughdJ gpd;tUk; mbg;gilapy; jdpj;Jtkpf;f xU rka topghl;L kughf vOr;rpngw;W 
tUfpd;wikapid mwpayhk;.  

3.1. rPub rhapghgh topghL gw;wpa RUf;f mwpKfk; 

,];yhkpa Qhdpahd rPub rhapghgh (1838 - 1918) ,e;jpahtpy; kfhuh];bu khepyj;jpy; xU 

rpwpa fpuhkkhd rPubapy; gpwe;jhu; (Vicziany, 2016). ,];yhkpadhfTk; ,e;JthffTk; 

xj;jpirTngw;w eguhf kf;fshy; ,tu; mwpag;gLfpd;whu; (Loar, 2018). ,tUila thOk; 
fhyj;jpy; ,tiur; rhu;e;J ,e;J> ,];yhkpa kw;Wk; Vida kjj;jpidr; Nru;e;j rpwpa gf;ju;fs; 
FO fhzg;gl;lJ. mtu;fs; ,tiu rw;FU kw;Wk; mwpnthspf;Fupa MrhdhfNt Nehf;fpdu;. 
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Mdhy; 1972 Muhk;gj;jpy; ,e;jpahtpd; Nkw;F kw;Wk; njd;kj;jpa gFjpfspy; xU Jbg;ghd rka 

topghl;L ,af;fkhf vOr;rpailaj; njhlq;fpaJ (McLain, 2011). ,sikf; fhyj;jpy; ,tUf;F 
Vw;gl;l rka mDgtq;fs; gpw;gl;l fhyj;jpy; ,tiu rka Qhdk; cilatuhf kf;fshy; 
mwpag;glf; fhuzkhapd.  ,t;tifahf ,tuplk; fhzg;gl;l jdpj;Jtkhd rka mDgtq;fs; 
gpw;gl;l fhyj;jpy; ,tiu xU Qhdpahf kf;fshy; Nghw;wg;gLtjw;F toptif nra;jJ. ,tuhy; 
Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl;l mw;Gjr; nraw;ghLfs; kf;fspilNa ,tu; njhlu;ghd rkak; rhu; 
fUj;Jepiyapid kf;fspilNa cUthf;fpd. mjd; topahf gp;w;gl;l fhyj;jpy; ghgh vdTk;> 
1918 Mz;L mtUila rkhjp epiyf;F gpd;du; rPub rhapghgh MfTk; mwpag;gl;lhu;. ,e;jpahtpy; 
kl;Lkd;wp ,d;W ,yq;if kw;Wk; cyf ehLfspy; vz;zw;w kf;fs; ,tUila rka 
topghl;bid gpd;gw;Wk; gf;ju;fshf cs;sdu;.  ,e;jpahtpy; kfhuh];buh khepyj;jpy; rPubapy; 
,tUila rkhjp topghl;blKk; Vida ,lq;fspy; tl ,e;jpa fl;lbf;fiy kugpid xj;j 
topghl;blq;fSk; cUthf;fg;gl;L kfhuh];buh khepyj;jpy; cs;s rPub rhapghgh topghl;L 
,lj;jpy; ,lk;ngWfpd;w topghl;L kugpid xj;Jk; gpuhe;jpa rka topghl;L kuGfNshL ,ize;j 
tifapYk; topghLfs; ,lk;ngWfpd;wd.  

3.2. aho;g;ghz rPub rhap ghgh Myak; 

Ma;Tf;fhf tifkhjpupahf njupTnra;ag;gl;l rPub rhapghgh topghl;Lblk; rPubf;F nrd;W 
topghLfis Nkw;nfhs;s Kbahj gf;ju;fspd; Fiwfisj; jPu;f;Fk; Kfkhf 2007k; Mz;L 314 
ehtyu; tPjp> klj;jhh; aho;g;ghzk; vDk; Kftupapy; mikf;fg;gl;lJ. Muk;gj;jpy; xU tPl;bd; 
rpwpa nfhl;bypy; Muk;gpf;fg;gl;L 2012k; Mz;L %y];jhd J}gpAld; kfh Fk;ghgpN\fKk; 
nra;ag;gl;L <oj;J rPub rhap ghgh ke;jPh; vd miof;fg;gl;L tUfpd;wJ. Mya mwq;fhtyu;> 

jiytu; kw;Wk; Mya ”rfuhd jpU. gh. uhftd; (35 taJ) Fwpg;gpLk; NghJ 

2007 Mz;L tPl;bd; Kj;jj;jpy; vd;dhy; cUthf;fg;gl;l ,e;j Myak; 2012 Mz;L 
rpwpamstpyhd fl;blq;fSld; Fk;ghgpNrfk; nra;ag;gl;L gpd;du; 2017 Mz;L 
kpfg;ngupa fUtiwAk; gy;NtW gpufhu nja;tq;fSlDk; kfhFk;ghgpNrfk; nra;agl;lJ 

vd;W Fwpg;gpl;Ls;sik ,q;F Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ 

3.3. aho;g;ghz rPub rhap ghgh Myak; topghl;L Kiwfs; 

<oj;J rPub rhap ke;jPupapy; ,e;J Myaq;fspy; ,lk;ngWk; topghLfisg; xj;jtifapy; jpdKk; 

3 Ntis ”ir ,lk; ngWfpd;wJ. mtw;Wld; xt;nthU tpahof;fpoikAk; ,lk;ngWk; 
topghlhdJ kpfTk; rpwg;ghf Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl;L tUfpd;wJ. NkYk; Jthufkap topghL> rhtb 
Ch;tyk;> khUjp topghL> Jsrp topghL> n[fj;jU topghL> etrhap topghL> tpehafu; topghL> 
KUfd; topghL> ehfrhap topghL> UztpNkhf;\d topghL> itutu; topghL> = Mde;j fy;ahz 
rhapehjh; topghL vd jpdKk; gy tifahd topghLfs; ,lk; ngWtij mtjhdpf;f 
Kbfpd;wJ.  

,t; Myaj;jpy; ,lk; ngWk; G+ir Kiwfs; Vida Myaq;fspy; ,lk; ngWk; ”ir Kiwfspy; 
,Ue;Jk; rw;W tpj;jpahrkhdJ. Fwpg;ghf gf;ju;fs; mDkhid topgLtijg; Nghy; xw;iwf; 
fhypy; ,Ue;J topgLtjhfTk;> fpwp];jt topghLfspy; fhzg;gLtijg; Nghy Koe;jhspy; 

,Ue;J topgLtijg; NghYk;> tp];Z topghLfspy; fhzg;gLtijg; Nghd;W ”irapd; ,Wjpapy; 
[hlhup %ykhf MrPu;thjk; ngwg;gLtJkhd KiwfSk; fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. 

,e;J> fpwp];jt> ,];yhkpa gz;bif ehl;fspYk; ,q;F tpNrl topghLfs; ,lk;ngWfpd;wd. 
NkYk; tUlhe;j kNfhw;rtKk; flw;fiu jPu;j;jKk;> Mz;Lf;nfhUKiw rPub ahj;jpiufSk; 
,q;F ,lk;ngWfpd;wik Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ. kf;fs; jq;fSila ,luhd fhyq;fspy; ,q;F te;J 
topghl;L Neu;j;jpf;fld;fis epiwNtw;Wk; tifapyhd topghLfs; ,lk;ngWfpd;wd.  

3.5. aho;g;ghz rPub rhap ghgh Myak; topgLk; gf;ju;fs; 

aho;g;ghz r%fj;jpd; midj;Jtpjkhd jug;gpdUk; ,t;thyaj;jpd; gf;ju;fshf cs;sdu;. 
mjhtJ rhjhuz ju kf;fs; Kjy; gbj;j mur kw;Wk; jdpahu; Jiwfspy; cau;gjtp tfpg;Nghu; 
tiuahf cs;sdu;. ,t;thwhfNt Foe;ijfs;> ,isQu;fs;> ngz;fs; vd midj;J taJ 

jug;gpdUk; ghy;epiyapdUk; ,q;F tUfpd;wdu;. Mya topghl;by; kw;Wk; ”irfspy; 
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Mz;fSf;F epfuhfg; ngz;fSk; Myaj;jpid Rj;jk; nra;jy;> fOTjy;> ”irf;Fupa 
nghUl;fis toq;Fjy;> ”rfUf;F cjtpGupjy;> kNfhw;rt fhyq;fspy; cjTjy;> Rthkp 
J}f;Fjy;> jPtu;j;jp gpbj;jy; Nghd;w gy nraw;ghL <LgLfpd;wik ,q;F ftdpf;fj;jf;fJ. kw;Wk; 
gf;ju; jhq;fNs tPl;by; jahu; nra;ag;gl;l gpurhjq;fis (czTfis) kw;Wk; filfspy; 
thq;fpnfhz;LtUk; nghUl;fis (gp];fl;> Nrhlh) rhapghgtpw;F gilj;J jhq;fNs ePu; Cw;wP> 
jPghuhjid nra;J topgLfpd;wdu;. NkYk; topghl;bd; NghJ ngupa Fuypy; midtUk; 
xd;wpize;J ghly;fs; ghLjy;> mtUila NtWgl;l ehk mu;r;ridfis cr;rupj;jy;> 
thrq;fis gbj;jy; vd kf;fs; gq;Nfw;G topghl;LKiwfs; fhzg;gLfpd;wd. Milfs; 

njhlu;ghd fl;Lg;ghLfs; ,y;yhj NghJk; ”rfu; Ntl;bAldNa fhzg;gLfpd;wu;.   

Nkw;gb tplaq;fis kpf Mokhf Nehf;Fk; NghJ aho;g;ghzj;J kughu;e;j ,e;J rkag; gz;ghl;L 
kugpy; jdpj;Jtkhd rka topghl;L kuGfSld; vOr;rpailak; xU topghl;L kughfNt rPub 
rhapghgh topghl;L kughdJ cUthf;fk; ngw;W tUfpd;wikapid mwpaKbfpd;wJ.  

4. njhFg;Giu 

rkak; vd;gJ Gdpjk; kw;Wk; Gdpjkpd;ik Mfpatw;Wld; njhlu;Gila xd;whf vkpy; Lu;f;if 
(1961) mtu;fs; Fwpg;gpLfpd;whu;. ,e;epiyapy; ,e;J rka gz;ghl;L kugpy; rkaj;jpd; Gdpjj; 
jd;ik njhlu;ghd tiuaiwfs; rPub rhapghgh topghl;L kugpy; kpfTk; nefpo;r;rp jd;ikAld; 
gpd;gw;wg;gl;L tUfpd;wJ. MdhYk; ,e;Jrka topghl;L Kiwfis kpfTk; xj;jpirT ngw;W 
epyTk; topghl;L kughf fhzg;gLk; rPubrhapghgh aho;g;ghzj;jpy; ,isNahuplj;jpy; rka 
ek;gpf;if kw;Wk; topghl;L Kiwfspy; Gjpa khw;wq;fis Vw;gLj;jp tUfpd;wikapid ,q;F 
Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ.  
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