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Abstract

The Right to Information is the right to access and obtain information from public officials. This right serves a number
of important purposes: Improving public participation in policy making, Promoting transparency and accountability
in Government, Minimising corruption and wastage of state resources by public officials. In Sri Lanka, The Right to
Information Act No. 12 of 2016 (RTI Act) certified by Parliament on August 4, 2016 and published as a Supplement
to Part II of the Gazette of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka of August 5. 2016, can be considered one
of the more meaningful and positive democratic measures passed during the time. The RTI Act provides an operational
regime to enforce the right to information (RTI), which was ensured as a fundamental right in the Constitution of Sri
Lanka through the Nineteenth Amendment passed earlier in April 28, 2015. Although, it has been facing challenges
related to enforcement in the society. Therefore, the main objective of this study is to evaluate, investigate and identify
challenges of the practical procedure stipulated in the RTI Act for public authorities and to make recommendations to
strengthen the people's right to information. The author uses secondary sources such as journals, reports, electronic
resources, Gazettes of Sri Lanka which is related to RTI and books. Particularly, uses publications of Right to
information commission of Sri Lanka as techniques of data collection. Finally, the paper concludes with suggestions
to RTIA towards minimizing Challenges affecting both the institutions and general public in complying with RTIA
pursuing the maximum benefits of the Right to Information.
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SIPFTRIGBSHHIL 6T OHTLFYemL W el wkiser elfliyeuyeney CoroHd wdaemnem audiiLBHH60.

vV gomdmaiingilu Bneasste (Cau@gsar 2 & FHa) SHOINSHTE 2 fenns FU LSS
SWPEESHNG FTeueNsHGn SFFTRIBS CBTeTmeE WOHMID FHu FHSHSUL ST SpdSUULL pGeomumuid
aiasinest ellhhd OFUIHe0.

vV 356160 SIQIJEEHEE oL (HLO6V6UTE SHTHEHMLW 2 W HeTHH6T wHmIb SH6ue0 Garifldemsasees
apyou Brrsfliy GsrLjunet Gusaipeapuihsamers BWTEHHSID GHNSHHMNGSIULL  DHEI6U6VT H6TTHF
CrwpuBdan BneusTEisaia HmevaufaeEpds@n LulnHweflsasiured GsuemiHL.

v omLs SimwFfaimed Sead siPsrfleensstar uuindest @unig Geuwiul G uuIDsar aupBISILL 6,
Suuuipdsmens  SaaU0  DHBTHBEHHG LISHID  LLGUUBSSTIOED SIS  HimIeUeTBIS6Tl6s
pufésliul L iHsrfleens@Gl BlobsluLed Geuemi(HLd.

vV Ourg oifeny Fmusel SULSFGILST Qanmdw amsuls) SHae0 oM o fenulaieTen 9 _aTEnTy
Blmieuen Qameienssener gomill Ueapm Ceouewi(h. HCHTH SHHMMEmBHMTULD 6ULLSTL (hFH6E0SHEMEIULLD
GeueuiL  Geuewi(pd. &G  Hoeusd HsTHem  Qoueliyn  SpFHTIEIEENENHHSH oL (HLO6VEVTLOED
BnieuasHNGeT RHBFHID SHEIGENH SLMOEBMENS HHHHWmwss el goubBd

v wésalan FULSHEHL@TE UREG UDDSme SiHefsEn  cumsuled  Brieomelw  FfHuled eyl Gid
QrwpA Lmsemen GomnsTsiensy.

References

1. Pinto-jayawardena.K., (2019). Reflection on Sri Lanka’s RTI Act&RTI Regime. A publication of the RTI
commission of Sri Lanka.

2. Gehan Guunatilleke.,(2014). Right to Information: A Guide for Advocates-1*' Edition. Published by Sri Lanka
Press Institute, Colombo-05.

3. Jaspal Singh., (2016).Right to Information Act: A Study About Awareness. International Research Journal of
Commerce Arts and Science. 7(5), 90-93.

4. fp\hyp gpd;Nuh [atu;jd.>(2019).> ,yq;ifapd; jfiYf;fhd cupikr; vl 1j;ij gw,wpa tpsff ciufSk; rl;ljijg; gad;gLj Jk;
KiwfSk;. jftuwpAk; cupikf;thd Mizf;FOtpd; ntspaPL.

5. Center of policy alternatives., (2018)., Study on information requests submitted to public authorities and
responses received under the right to information Act, no 120f 2016. Published by Friedrich-Naumann-Stiftung
fiir die Freiheit.

6. ,yq;if [ddehaf Nrhryprf; FbauR.> (2017).> ,yq,ifr; rdehaf Nrhryprf; FbauR tu;j;jkhdg; gjjpupif: 2016 Mk,
Mz;bd; 12Mk; yf:f> jfty,fis mwpe,J nfhs;Sk; cupikfs; njhlu;ghd rl;lk; xOq;F tpjp.

Proceedings, South Eastern University International Arts Research Symposium -2019, 18th December 2019 18th

317



10.

11.

SEUIARS 2019

Draft- Rules of the RTI commission in regard to the procedure for holding inquiries. (2017)., Right to information
commission of Sri Lanka rules. Published by Government of Sri Lanka.

Annual Reports, (2017,2018)., Annual reports: to the right to information commission., Published by Parliament
of Sri Lanka.

The constitution of the Democratic socialist Republic of Sri Lanka., Fundermental Rights.

SC/FR/NO.76/2012., in the Supreme court of the Democratic socialist Republic of Sri Lanka., Application under
Articale 17 and 126 of the constitution.

Right to tinformation Act., (2005)., Right to information Act No.22 of 2005. published by in diglot form.

Proceedings, South Eastern University International Arts Research Symposium -2019, 18th December 2019 18th

318



SEUIARS 2019

Proceedings, South Eastern University International Arts Research Symposium -2019, 18t December 2019



