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Intro d u c t i Lt n tt n d O bj e ctives

Lartcl tie gt'tt,i.triion ho.s long been occlrrring in part of Kambam region; lying close

to the II-i-rr.,r.1 Ghats, along the West Coctst of Peninsular trndia. Tlte study area

su.ffer.; a;rgr;,silch .froru erosian and deposition ntainly due to the remova! of
vegettt!.o1;i' in rhe odjacent hills oJ the Western Ghats of the region. A few

cJecsdes itqt, rhe lbrests were in a state of well-preserved conditian, in the upper

reaches r-)t tiie trl:estern Ghats and erosion w*as almost absent. Dtte to
misntttit,iqetient and remoyal of the forest cover, vtind gaps ltave paved the way

for rlte -r.;-ri r/ol I ng wincls of the south"west monsoan and this has resulted in the

tt,incl e ro.tion otl rhe hills, transport of debris and soil to the foothills and drift

ancl deposirictn o_f sand in thefarming lands, in the rain shadow of the hills. Land

uses hctte undergone great changes with the cropping pattern showing a

cJonnrtrrn gnd erosion becoming rampant and sand deposition widesptead.

General lantl use oJ' the arae is the result of interaction between rnan and

enyironntent in the process o.f' permanent adiustment between constrainittg

pr op erl i e s 0n cJ s o c ia-e c onomi c fact or,s.

The ntctin objective of the study is to assess the erosion, iand degradation

processes ancl their impact on social and economic status of -farming commttnity

in the regiort. trlarious enyironmental issues are dis'cussed for further p!anning

and det'eloprnent of the study area.

Methodology
Two stage lald evaluation metl'totl ha,-e been used ta (lsses the physical and

socio-economic characteristic,s of tke study area. Lancl n,se/lcind cover and other

social economic related maps have been generated .for analysis' GIS mapping

techniques have been used for rnapping of resources and impact areas and

community in the studY area.

Results snd Conclusion
Erosion lead to a destruction of agriculture and reversed at high cost, by

importing new topsoil or complete re-landscaping oJ'the terrain. Erosion removes

the most fertile topsoil, which holcls very good organic rnatter and ruttrienls, and

farnters inctg. costs for remedial culti,-ation and additional fertilizers. Eroded
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material re-deposited in butldings, roads, farmlands and water bodies. Seasonal

migration takes place to other areas within tlte stressed area, or to regions
outside the efficted area due to this problem. The migrants place increasing
pressure on the social infrastructure of the other areas, leading to increased
poverty and social unrest.

Changes in land use at regional scales, identification of sensttive areas for action

at local scales, and detailed canservation planning at farm scales are necessary

for sustainable development of the region.
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